
Discussion

EXPLORATION

How would you define culture? What elements of your
culture do you think are important?

Check out how Sister Cities International defines a 
sister city and give a short summary. How does the 
Sister City relationship benefit the people who 
live in both cities?

Take a look at Cultural Tourism DC’s programs—is 
there one that you would enjoy? Why?

If your town had a Heritage Trail, what would be 
included?

As you saw in the video, many different cultures make up
Washington, DC. Did you see any similarities to your
hometown?
 
Which location highlighted in this video would you most like
to see on a trip to Washington, DC?
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Episode 4: Passport DC

Take this online Embassy Row Tour. Why do countries have
embassies? Why would a country not be allowed to have an embassy?
DC has a number of cultural centers, including the Korean Cultural
Center in the Dupont Circle neighborhood. How does a cultural center
differ from an embassy?

Embassies and Cultural Centers




https://sistercities.org/about-us/what-is-a-sister-city-3/
https://www.culturaltourismdc.org/portal/programs1
https://www.embassy.org/embassy_row/
https://washingtondc.korean-culture.org/en


Take a look at this video of a previous Passport DC event. What cultural aspects do you notice?
What country’s offerings are you most excited to experience in person?
Cultural Tourism DC partners with Events DC for the Embassy Chef Challenge. How do you think
food and drink creates “cultural diplomacy”?

Search for your city or a city you visited in the Sister Cities International database. How many
sister cities did you find? Were there any sister cities that surprised you?

As discussed in the video, buna (the Ethiopian word for coffee) is made through a multi-step
process, as shown in this video at DC’s own Sidamo Coffee & Tea. How do you feel this ceremony
adds to the experience of drinking coffee or building community?
Staples of Ethiopian cuisine are discussed in the audio series, Ethiopians in DC: Stories of
Tradition and Culture. How many foods do you eat that are part of your family’s traditions?

The DC History Center in Mount Vernon Square has both online and in-person exhibits that
preserve and illuminate Washington, DC's diverse residents. Watch their recent discussion on
cultural identity for the Salvadoran community. Define “cultural identity” and explain how you
maintain your cultural identity in your hometown.
Check out this pupusa cooking demonstration from Audi Field’s Chef Jocelyn. Try to make some
at home! What ingredients would you use for your pupusa?

Watch this video on the Great Race story that inspired the order of Lunar New Year zodiac signs.
Read this article to determine your Chinese zodiac sign.
The gift of the Giant Pandas to the National Zoo helps to maintain the population of this
endangered species. Read this interview with keeper Nicole MacCorkle, as she discusses caring
for these amazing animals.

The Bonsai museum at the U.S. National Arboretum includes a Japanese pavilion with gifts from
Japan to honor the U.S. Bicentennial in 1976. Take a look at this documentary showing the original
53 bonsai trees that came from Japan to start the collection.
While we covered many aspects of Japanese culture in DC in the video, there are more to be
found on the Japan Cultural Tourism trail. Research one of the sites listed in the trail. Why did you
choose that site?

Unfortunately, we didn’t have enough time in our video to include all the countries represented in
Washington, DC. For more information, take some time to research the Indian Embassy and
Ghandi Memorial, the Old Korean Legation Museum or the Mexican Cultural Tourism DC Trail.

Take a look at this video series about the festival. Does your family have a “tradition bearer”?
What message do you think the Smithsonian is sending by having so many countries showcased on
the National Mall? Imagine how you would have a similar festival in your hometown.

Cultural Tourism DC

Sister Cities

Ethiopia

El Salvador

China

japan

Other countries to explore

Smithsonian Folklife Festival

https://youtu.be/1cGYio809GE
https://www.eventsdcembassychefchallenge.com/
https://sistercities.org/city-search
https://youtu.be/MQpUVhjRCjc
http://www.sidamocoffeeandtea.com/
https://www.eater.com/a/mofad-city-guides/dc-audio
http://dchistory.org/
https://youtu.be/99zOTzhpf8A
https://youtu.be/VxMy78idt48
https://youtu.be/may2s9j4RLk
https://www.rd.com/article/what-is-my-chinese-zodiac-sign/
https://washington.org/visit-dc/interview-with-nicole-maccorkle-giant-panda-keeper-national-zoo
https://youtu.be/-5AzWPrf5gI
https://www.culturaltourismdc.org/portal/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=5b8606d7-c44c-46e3-a06f-9d68e42d2659&groupId=701982
https://www.indianembassyusa.gov.in/index
https://www.indianembassyusa.gov.in/memorial?id=13
https://oldkoreanlegation.org/en/about/welcome/
https://www.culturaltourismdc.org/portal/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=0194dbd5-a504-48eb-be1c-0e2158ecf5b8&groupId=701982
https://festival.si.edu/visit/festival-101/smithsonian


Resources

Visit Washington, DC

Cultural Tourism DC

The Embassy of Ethiopia 

Smithsonian Institution National Museum of African Art

The Embassy of El Salvador 

Organization of American States Art Museum of the Americas

Smithsonian Latino Center

Cultural Office, Embassy of the People’s Republic of China 

Friendship Arch 

Smithsonian National Zoo

Chinese American Museum

The Embassy of Japan 

National Cherry Blossom Festival

Sakura Matsuri Street Festival 

National Bonsai & Peijing Museum at the U.S. National Arboretum

National Museum of Asian Art (Freer-Sackler Galleries)

Smithsonian Folklife Festival







https://www.instagram.com/visitwashingtondc/?hl=en
http://washington.org/
https://www.culturaltourismdc.org/portal/home
https://ethiopianembassy.org/
https://africa.si.edu/
https://rree.gob.sv/
https://rree.gob.sv/
http://museum.oas.org/
https://latino.si.edu/about
http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/
https://www.nps.gov/places/dc-chinatown.htm
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://www.chineseamericanmuseum.org/
https://www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/itprtop_en/index.html
https://nationalcherryblossomfestival.org/
https://www.sakuramatsuri.org/
https://www.sakuramatsuri.org/
https://www.bonsai-nbf.org/bonsai-museum
https://asia.si.edu/
https://festival.si.edu/

